


















CITAPTER FIRST. 

S L A V E R Y  DID NOT DEGRADE THE SUBJECT O‘F THIS 

CHAPTER. 


Hell’s dunnest gloom, 01 night iinlusteroiis, dnrk, 

Of every plmet ’reft, and pill’d i n  clouds, 

Il id nei  er spread before the sight n veil 

In thickness like that fog, nor to the sciisc 

So palpable and grOS5.--L)AhTE. 

If thou doubt me, m a ~ kthe blade: each herb 
is ]udgecl of its s e e d - I ~ i x ~ .  

Le t  the muse attend our song though harsh it may 
be, and told in GLsonieof the unpleasentest words that 
ever blotted paper.” 

A being had better never be born than in just pun­
ishment for a deed so dark and diabolical, so terrible 
that i t  outraged and enraged all the world unto justify­
ing a moiety of the earth to execute him by the es­
treincst engine of execution known to savage or 
civilized ma ti-fi r e. 

The  deed, the criiile committed by Henry Smith, 
the subject of this chapter was so infeliial and revolt­
ing that it shihered, :is a thin crystal, the nineteen 
hundred years enameling of civilization : provided it 
be set up as a hypothesis that the stake and fagot is 
only used in capital punishment by savages. 

Be  that as it may-some Coinpte or Comb can settle 
this hereafter-the people of Paris and Lamar  county 
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when ye read that ten or twepty thousand who never 
before sullied their statute, turn out, hunt down, cap­
ture, make fast to a stake and burn the fell offender 
to death! adding thereto a few strokes of the refine­
ments of torture. This  is true. 

Since the bigotry of priests, and the diabolism of 
misconceived ritual rights have been restrained by law, 
born of reason, which makes man akin to Deity, there 
has been a renunciation of the fire ordeal, and scarce 
a being in a hundred years becomes a martyr at the 
stake. None by process of law. 

Medieval law, when the miter bulldozed the crown 
and the lamp of the mind was darkened by the zeal of 
the cowl, the stake and fagot were popular engines of 
execution. 

They were perhaps, in every case too severe. Men 
were burnt for opinions sake : women because they 
were old and ugly-the first qualifications of witch-
craft. 

T h e  world has been asking for two hundred years: 
What  crime could one do now against the peace and 
dignity of the state for which a unanimous verdict 
could be got to say: “The  stake and the fagot?” 

I t  has been committed. 
I t  has been punished. 
I t  would be heinous crime indeed, did it enrage a 

people of letters, of undisputed morality, or social re­

finements, to go in the very shadows of the churches to 


c which they belonged, stake the offender and burn him 

as did the people of Paris, who executed Henry Smith 


d by fire. 
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L-eiled hypocrisy H chance to show its ashen elongated 
face. 

I V e  have offerrtl :i iiciitl to justice through the  fire. 
I >I hr I Iel~i-e.r\~ssacrificrtl their children to  I loloch,  aild 
the Irin;looi to I<:~lec. \\’h:ir :Llio\vi some  people not 
kiion-ing the reasom, h:ive In:i(le about this mat ter .  
Sha l l  it he s:\itl wi th  truth \ye iiioiirii a l a p  dog, ant1 
feel horrified a t  :iveiiging outrages upon liabies ? 1: 
110: the I~Icaveii as fair ,  n n d  does not the  sky  bend 2s 

1)iirpIe over tlie grea t  clo!liniii of Terns as it did and 
does over the  plains n n d  hills ol  Inclus? LT‘ipon wlint 
w r t  of iiieat has he  fed,  who shall say to us, who Iinvc 
ui>rooted the s tumps ,  and  transposed the  forests i!ito 
5elcls that  Gloom a5 the  the  cardens of Gul i n  our o\w: 
wtiniry,  thx i  w e  shall iiot be our o ~ . ~ i igyiiinosophs, 
nnc! either tv:ilk into the fire ourselves 3 r d  say to his 
,‘Jez:inclers!iip : ;\Ye bvi l l  proceed thee to Babylon ? ”  

Furtlier t h n u  the 1iglit.i.of Kerninn and F:irz, further 
still t h n i i  tlie coruicntions of Dcmavend  G!I Elhurtz’s 
l s ~ : i l <  ovei Omnil’s sea in which the  last of Iran’s 
:ii-engers eiiihraced the flames, hath risen the  flame and 
siiiolie in  r ~ l i i c l iperisheti a swar thy  fiend a t  the  hands 
of the  people of T in their vaiii a t t empt  to have 
“ail eye for iiii eye.” 

T h e  subject of this chapter cluiined to b e  a negro. 
\--. 
- v t ~ c ethe \-crh in the pas t  tense. If h e  could have 
I I . > ~ X J  !i c‘iii h i i  .r:,hes lie might ~ o \ vi:e a P h e n i s ,  or 
more  likely :i Sphinx. 

He w a s  born a free-He had not beell boi-:! a slave. 
iiiaii at Lit t le Rock,  Arknnsns .  A b r a h a m  Lincoln and 
n f e w  other gow1 me11 must be coilceded the  glory of 



elor; the ein:inci p :I ti on o f  11i 5 r :I ce-li is f :I t hcr :I 11d 1110 t hc r-
else hc \ v o u l ~ lhave coiiic into this \vorltl :I 1 ~ o ~ i t I s n ~ : ~ n .  

Tliis fe!!oiv hz~tl'7 ye:"'': (rvliich nuiii1)er o f  j.c:ir.s 
\ v m  his a:") of freetloni. I - e t ,  lie 1v:iS :I s1:iI-e to 

crime. 1Ie had the envii,oiiriicnts uf civiliLation ; yet ,  
lic is lint the peer of :i s:iv:i~ge--of religioii : yet, 11c 
proved to 1)c the cliiefest o f  siiiiiery. The schools of 
the  country for his co!or \vcrc open to hiin tvi thont  
price, yet  he ~ v a silliterate. T i i  t hew he iiiiglit have 
triiiiined the d a r k  lani l )  of his mind Fvliich \vould h:ivc 
guided his fce t  from the ways that led to the  st:ilie and  
fagot. 

noiitlagc ant1 iiihuiiiaii treatmelit  h:itl not ( a s  is the 
fnl3e hypothesis of sonic) tlraggerl cloivn from a higher 
p1:iiie of life :ind thought his aiiccstr:i! line, thcrcliy 
enstainping upon hiin the curse of dcgrar1:xtion. Conitc,  
i n  his positive philosophy, acccptiiig of cauiii1i:ilisiii as 
a condition of liarbarisin, iiiai1it:iiiis t1i:it the grcatest  
step in humnn civilization was  thc  inveiltion of slav­
ery. 

Is not this t rue  of the  Amer ican  Sainlm? 
Degraded upoii African s:ilicls ; still draggiiig the  

chain of earth's first fugitivc ; i f  that  story 1 ) ~true. IIis 
original country,  now, after centuries of cnlightenmeiit,  
iii  all the \vorld clsenhere is known :IS the Dark Co11-

tiiient. R i c h  iii virgiii soil, yet untilled. Rich  in  tim­
ber  nnd stone, yet the  n:itural I,e:iuty of the groves is 
mnrred by  hovels of rushweeds and turf.  Xo written 
tongue. S o  chieftain star in the galszy of ;1riiis. S o  
st :I t es ~ ii or s t :& t u tory I:, ~ v s ,co iise q u c  11 t 1y no st ;1t es i i i  a n ,  
living or dead. N o  one of the race having aspired to, 



ni uch less achieved the science of l a w  or pliilosophy. 
111 religion he  is a borro\vcr, :ind 1i;ts ievolvcd no ethics 
ivith which to pa’; 1):ick. In letters,  a r t ,  or:itorY, in 
a l l ,  save pi-iiiieval drirlmcss and  degradation, there is 
nothing to which he cat1 lny cl:~Iin. 

In this condition he \\-as engrrtfted upon the  Amer i ­
can continent as :I slave. By na ture  he was uncouth 
and  illy shapcd physically, t?ie marl< of his benig!?ted 
mind. H a d  he  ambitioii ? Soi ie  in Afr ica ,  tioiie in  
Amcr ica .  Fo r  the lack of tbis evolving spiri t  to say :  
come u p ,  or go u p ,  aspire,  cievxte, b e  :nore than 
“duiiib driven cattle,” the  n-hip i n  the greedy hand of 
the master was subserviant. Associated with his su­
periors in race as a bondsman may associate n i t h  his 
master ,  h e  was coerced up. His eyc was taught  hnr­
monies in perspectivc,  his ear iu  sou:ids: his pniatc to 
appreciate cooked food, his latent self-pride to wear 
c!otliing. All these were  c i \ - i l i z iq .  They aw:ikened a 
feehle yet higher aspirtii.ion than is l i n o ~ nto-day in any 
par t  of the  Soudan.  111 thesc iiuiidrcds of years there 
has  been a comp!etc traiisiiiogriScfltiol1 except in tlie 
coloring of the epicierinis. “C:in the  lcopard  change 

- .his spots,  c,r t he  Et1iiopi:ili his skin ?’’ I quote f rom 
1ie:trsay ; I have not t imc to look i t  up .  

Fro111:t h:liltlful of t!id:.;c ciegarletl ;lcoplc brought 
to our Y:in!ice slinrei;, n l io  found tliein tin­

prof i ta l~ lc:incl :-,old them S:,utli, six millions linre 
spriiiig and  :ire nnioiig 11s to- thy .  N o t  licre I)y riglit 
of co’tlquest, l,ut h j  :i ~ : ~ ~ . ~ e i - i u r  1 ~ 1 ~ i c hri;;ht the fields 
spreading  f rom tlie .:!tlaiitiz i,.,Lhc Pxcific declart:. 

As  the \vood hewer ;i!id wntt.1 d:-a\ver, or 2 s  Marius’ 
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‘I i On-street you have hired a house in which to 
n d I  place your famil?.. I t  is n o  aiistocratic par t  of the  
mz 	 city, nor is it i n  any  may disreputahle. I t  is n h e i e  the  

poor mechanics 01 clet k s  find a cotnfoi table aud  at  

e ,  0 the same  t ime iespectable homes for their families. 
S a y  now to  yourself:  
“1 a111I Ien ry  Y:iiicc, the unfortunate f2ither of this 1111-

fortunate child. I have heen out since the siin rosc in 

laon 	 the employ  of another  for wages upon hich I sup-
poi t niy fami ly  : especially tny little helpless, sunny 
heal ted, 1)l:tcl~eyeclchiruping three-yea1s-old. ’’ 

111 I It 15 night. 

[in “The e l  ening diades appeal .” 


\her T h e  housewife has prepared  the meal and waits the 


)uO coming of the husband and  provider.  
T h e  babe though weary with the playing through 

, e \ Y ,  the clay is yet  na t ch ing  through the dusk  for me. B u t  

rnt j i  before I come, a fiend i n  human  shape  has design­
: d o  edly pieceded me. H e  is a tall,  da rk ,  r‘igged, lusty 
PF““ demon. T h e  evil in his eye g leaming in  the dark .  It1 
ill his ragged r u n d o n n  shoes, he conies noiselessly as the  

cllls thiei that  he  is. S o  expert  in skulk ing  that even the 
dogs a re  una\\:iie of his whereahouts.  IIe finds my  
child at  the gate. H e  looks here,  there,  everywhere 
i n  the dunn of the fast fall ing night,  and  there a re  no  
eyes that see him. He stoops and  winds a long  sinewy 
a rm ahout its little waist, the skin of which was as black e \(I 

Ell, 	
:is the designs of the heart ,  and  the cover ing  of the  
skin tlii ty and tattered as crime’s rags. Quick  he d raws  it 

i s  
up to his calous t runk  whilc he  places the hand  of the  

I r p  
other arm over the mouth of niy child to  prevent its 
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damnable than all the damned: foul,  letcherous, Iep. 
erous with the festered scabs of leprosy clotted about 
his heart, whose very tread cankered the earth, whose 
touch poisoned, and whose breath contaminated every 
thing with which it came in contact, except innocence, 
robed in the untarnishahle habiliments to which the 
kingdom of Heaven is likened. 

What  did he d o ?  
Let  him tcll his own story. Let  him say after he is 

the clutches of his captors, what he did, and why he 
did what he did. And,  mind you, did what he did 
while the parents and their neighbors were hurrying 
here a d  there, everywhere, through night’s gloom, 
except one place, calling out : “Myrtle”--“Baba,” 
“Oh Myrtle”--“Oh Baba,” to which there came no 
a mw er. 

Captors, ‘INOWfiend, tell us what you did do.” 
Prisoner, “If I do tell you, what do you intend todo 

with me?”  
Captors, ‘ & W eintend to kill you whether you do 

or not. 
Prisoner, “NO,no. You will not.” 
Captors, “Then what think you we intend doing 

with you?” 
Prisoner, “Maybe you will send me to the pen.” 

(meaning the penitentiary.) 
Captors, “We11 then, tell us Smith,  what did you 

d o ?  How did you kill the child?” 
Prisoner, “Wel!, when I reached the woods where 

you say the child was found ,  I sat down by a tree and 
I drew it to me like I would a boot.” 

11 
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Captors,  “Did it cry?” 
Prisoner, “Yes,  a little, hut I put my hand over its 

mouth so it  could not cry much.” 
Captors, “Well ,  g o  on.” 
Prisoner, 6 b W e l l ,when I found I could not draw 

it  on me, I took my hands and tore it open, and then 
I drew i t  on me.” 

Captors, “ W h y  did you do i t ? ”  
Prisoner, “1 did it for revenge.” 
Captors, “Well .  go  on ; tell u s  what you did next.” 
Prisoner, “ W h e n  I was done with it,  I lay down 

upon the ground with the child in my arms. I fell to 
sleep bye and bye. W h e n  I went to sleep the child 
was not dead.” 

Captors, ‘&Whendid it d ie?”  
Prisoner, “It was not dead when I woke u p  in the 

morning.” 
Captors, gLHowd o  you know ?” 
Prisoner,  “It was kinder moving and groaning.” 
Captors, “Go on.” 
Prisoner, ‘1then choked it to death and covered it 

up with leaves, and set out upon my escape.” 
Did you ever, since God made you, hear such a 

conversation, such confession to such cr ime? No, I 
answer for you. Such a crime was never committed 
before upon earth. 

T h e  physical facts bore out the words of the prisoner. 
Starless night, else those celestial orbs would have 

blushed out. Just a half mile or  so on a beautiful 
porch to Heaven, was the silent city of Paris’ dead. 
Through unlustrous shadows of riight from this point 
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its suspected k idnapper  be found,  high nor 1 0 ~ ~ .It 
was now unanitnously believed that the child ~ . o u l d  
not be  found alive. I t  was  now when such belief \ \as  
general ,  that  the  hearts of men began to kindle kvhich 
was sooii to h e  set in a surg ing ,  leaping, uncontrolable 
flame. A b o u t  two, or  half after two o’clock, the  hnrsh 
clangor of t he  city fire hell w a s  heard ,  which was  a 
signal (as  before  agreed upon)  that the child W ~ S  

found. JYhat  a hur ry ing  of feet now ; young,  old, 
hlach, white,  male and  female.  JVhat anxious, ashen 
faces, what  hurried whispered queries : 6‘Ib it al ive?” 
“Is it a l ive?”  T h e  answer came  back to them which 
melted them f rom their r igor :  “ X ~ - d e a d . ~ ~  The  
men who found it came  Nith it,  time about ,  i n  their 
a rms ,  (it was  not heavy, bu t  each wanted a share in 
the burden)  a n d  laid it in the  house in which the gov­
ernor of the state offered $ 2 5 0  reward  to have its inur­
derer caught and  tried and  convicted by d u e  process of 
la^ ! T h e  coronei was  called, and  the physiciaiis-

Drs.  Chaptnan  and  Baldwin ,  also, who  have made  an  
a f idavi t  a5 to  the manner  i n  which the child came to 
its death,  which will appea r  in its p roper  place in these 
pages. 

I t  will be  seen in  said aflidavit that the doctors pro­
nounced the child,  then at  2 o’clock, eighteen hours 
after its be ing  carried away  from its ga te ,  in a semi-
rigid condition: i. e . ,  it was not stiff and cold as worild 
have been the  case had  it been dead any  considerable 
length of t ime. 

No. IYhen the morning  in its g ray  dawn dispelled 
the long d a r k  night and  set the busy denizens moving 
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I l l O t l r . ,  ing, nncl how they surged and groaned, ai id  \vrpt. : i i i d  
tle arb! wrung their hands, and put  theiii over their sol)bing, 
you, 9r throbbing hearts, and i n  this dark and awful mnnner 
moth!: hurried each away, whithersoever his horrified instinct 

It  of jh led him, to search al l  beneath heaven, all above hell, 
f Park, for the being who did this deed, and thereby try to de-
was not ceive you, in that, 1 had such power of tongue on 

paper, I would be unworthy your further perusnl of 
these lines, which I declare to you from first to last a re  
the merest attempt at what in reality we have suffered 
in this matter. T h e r e  :ire no cold vehicles of thought 
arranged by a rule of syntax and orthography that can 
tell you. But I will tell you, if at  any time in after 
years you meet one of LIS, take us by the h:ind, and 
while you hold that hand naine this crime, you will 
feel the shock we received far better than any words 
we can speak or write. 

T e n  or fifteen days after the burning of Smith,  a 
party curious to go  out in that lonely spot where little 
Myrtle Vance was found murdered, some forty or fifty 
yards froin the spot where she lay covered with leaves, 
her little shoes and stockings were found. They  were 
blood-stained. But  what wrings conjectures froin us, 
\vhy such was the case, is that the little stockings were 
tucked in the shoes :is if the child might have done i t ,  
as perhaps it  had been taught to do 011 preparing to go  
to bed. W e  ask, and plausibility says: “It seeim s o ;  
that in its delirium, at some time during that night, i t  

if,i9 retained still the power,  and procured the chance of 

ired i t  taking off these little garments of the feet preparatory 

see[.? to going to bed.” Aye ,  tnaybe so ; possibly so. There  
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[Photo by Mertins, Paris, Texas, and copied by permission.]
THE DEMONSTRATION. 
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l \ r i \ s i i l ~ ( ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Sl1>1111i-~ 1 1 . k . .J z t ~ i .  51 ,  I S ~ ~ . - T T ~ I I I C ~  
I i i i  : Ilai-e Ileriry Smitli on traiii. Mee t  iiie and  1)ro­
tect 11s. 13. 13. S-~L-RGEOX. 

1Vh:it did he Incan ?Protect us ! 

Th:it d n j  the city is f u l l  of people. Ilundrerls 


rvho h n d  been scouring h i l l  an(1  dale,  and  lioq for niaiiy 
tl:iys, had come in worii, iniidtly, niit l  despairing. Se\v 
plans \\.ere being forinulntcd for them to go again :is 
sooii as  possilile, ii-licn the news C I t l i i e  that thc \vretch 
they w:ciitetl was caught.  \Yhcii the ~ i ia rsha lread tha t  
news aloutl a cry of joy went t i p  n.hich rent the licav­
elis. I t  subsided in the Ti.orcls : &&JYe’llburn him.’’ 
Then, in  one  voice, arid as one pair of hni ids ,  the  out­
r;igecl people,  n.ho :[re iegioii, \rent to work to prepare  
;I place for his erecutioii liy tire. I t  ivas  prepared. A 
special deputation was  sen t  forivnrd to see  that no in ­
tcri’erence of outrnged citizeiis by the ~ v n j ~ s i t l eshould 
cheat us out of our terribly earned dries, and  to receive 
hiin-not f rom the law-in this  case a figment-hit 
fro 111i1-i e 11d s . 

“ C o u r t i  for co\Yard5 are crected,” 

when such R fiend 2s this is to he dealt with. 
The  oath of ojfice hat1 never anticip:ited protection 

froiii swift, and terrible,  aiid s;uinninry justice of silch 

a cr iminal .  Xever! T h e r e  a re  110 peers  in this 
country,  (God forbid there h e  any  i n  a n y  country,)  b 
which to try such a monster n the ravisher of a babe. 
Let those who have thought the burn ing  of Henry  
Smith for the above crime, c rue l ,  look a t  their three-
year-old child when  they cf2:ndle i t  upon their knee, and 
ask themselves this question: . ( H a d  it been this one 









i11g[lie ultiiiiatuiii \voulcl Ii:tvc sus1)cctctl :I fuiicr:il 11:i-
I‘l,-e:int following to the church ya rd  s3tiic tlep:irtctl ex- 


e iii 131a1-y cit i zc  11, csce  11ti 11 g t h ;it t l  i ffcr en c c xv I1 i ch  ’;:I t l ­ 


tlcns or enip:ills the  coiiiiteliailce that is so ~1:iriiiglie­

tiveen nr:i th and  S O ~ I ’ O L V .  In reti xciiig thcir 5 t e p y  tlic 

throng h:id to 1)ass along the very streets i n  i\.hicli I ~ u t  


:i fe \v  t1:iys liefore little ;\Iyrtlc \-ante 1i;itl chiru1)ctl . 

a t i c l  plaj-ed: and  too: bu t  :I few nights prior lintl l ~ c ~ c i i  


liurriccl aloiig i i i  the g ra sp  of her fell tlestroycr to the 

1’1:ice of her death.  


O u r  1;iw writers have told us that c:il)ital puiiishmeiit 
\v:is not intended as expiation of the criiiic of the cap­
itally puiiislictl, bu t  that i t  i vas  intcndccl to deter others 
iiiclined toiv:ud law vio1:itions. Does i t ?  I Ias  i t ?  I 
appea! to the past. Our ohscrv:ition has taught 11s that 
t he t 2r d i lies s :I 11d 11i i  cer t a i 11ty of 11ti i i  is h iii c11t has 
striplied the laiv of its terror,  : ~ n dthat the g i l ~ h c tis the 
prc1iii:inary s tep  t o  paradise b y  the iiic:irii:ite fect o f  the 
r:ipist. i l l 1  accusation to . * the  crinie of r:ipe. they 
say, is ezisily 1i:adc and  h:ird to disprove 1 ’ ’  thcrcforc,  
iiicii, i u  justice, temlierctl with ~ l i c r c y ,a re  cleterrcd 11y 
the fc:ir crf’ traiiscendiiig liuiiiitii r ights,  dischargc,  alld 

let go iiciitis that  deserve capital puiiishiilellt. B u t  
\vile11 al! dou1)t is scouted, and  t h e  finger of truth poiiits 
to  outi-aged innoceiice, a n d  cries to IicnTeii for justice-
fo r  J-enge3iice. .r\.lio ~ 1 . ethe stocl;s : i l i d  stones ~ v h owill 
refuse thc refined csperiiiieiit o f  the fngot to d o  that 

‘ii-hich t h e  long tried gallows h:is failed to accomplish? 
T h i n k  a b o u t  it. Hoiv da rk  a i ~ d  desolate a re  the re-

111;1iliiiig (1aj-s of t h a t  home ivhose wife or daughter  
h:ith been left  to breathe,  and meep. and hide away  
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gaziiig on ,  not one plead mercy. T h e  gl:icli:itor( ?)Inuht 
die-every thumb W:IS turned d o n n .  M a n y  cried out  : 
iiJust what you deserve.” Others  ivere heard to cry 
when he  wr i thed  against  his cords,  at  the touch of the 
red hot rods : “170u infernal scoundrel ; you do not 
suffer as your little victim did.” Still others cried o u t :  
“Go slow ; she  was twelve hours tlyiiig”--meaiiing.i~ tlie 
bahy--“torture him twelve hours.” \Then he was 
hlinded by the  red hot rods and  all was  dark upon 
earth,  which lie had  polluted,  a tliousnnd times pol-
luted,  his menta l  eye  must  have seen hell. I-Ie never 
called on God only to damn.  IIe had b1:isphenied that 
iianie in his c r ime ; and if, with his hu rn t  stiinips, he  
knocked a t  henven’s ga te  certes, i f  I may judge, he  
heard :  “I know ye not.” 

Many :i poor heretic for John Calvin’s sake had heen 
rcfiuely denlt  with by fire i n  Laiig Syne. 

It rcniains for iiic to say something in culogiuni to 
tlie people who, kvhen the time came  and tlie cause \v:icj 

ample, had the Pzwue and  ?/zngnnni~iifqlto b u r n  to cin­
dcrs the ravisher and murdercr  of a babe. There  wiis 

no hlariiig or 1iurr:ihing about  it. There was  no visi­
ble attcnipt a t  ostentation, nor  scofling a t  law and 
order. IIuntll-eds of the tender sex looked on. In 
fact ,  since the day of the terrible crime, wives, daugh­
ters and mothers,  had enjoined upon their husbands,  
sons and fathers,  superlative efforts to overtake the  
lierid and  br ing  him to justice :-their verdict was fire. 
Eve ry  tongue said fire, unless indeed it was  some hyp­
ocrite who feared the devil. 

Timid slaves to writ ten l aw  in other lands,  which 
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nlid 0 1 ) ~ ~ - of 1ii:ilicsthe highest i i ~ i ~ j l i l ~ eiinture ~ ~ l i i c l i  
i n a n  akin to God, contiiiucs to  iiisult a n d  11ro.i~bea t  
thein. S u c h  o1)ctliencc to tlicir o ~ v i i  frnilties \voul(l 
111alie 111eli (l : t \ t : t l . ( l \ .  7‘0 tlo :I\ t11c.y (lid, grc:lt. ‘l’lie 

goveriior, uy)oii 1ic:triug o f  tlie (.riiiie! offcrcd :i ren:iril 
of $ 2 5 0  upoii the coiiditioiis th:it tiic rapist ,  Siilith, lie 
j:iilctl iii tlie county \\.liere the offcnsc \v:is couiinitted. 
and  convicted by tlue process of labv. l \ 7 e  sh i l l  ;Il\v:ixs 
think lie should li:ive ~ n a t l ctlie 1)re:ilc \vliich i;ovci.iioi-

Crit teiideu, of Xissouri ,  iiixclc! Lvhen hc  offered 3 rc­
~ 3 r dfor Jesse James ,  tleatl or u l i \  e. T l io~ig l i  t1i:it 
reward  offered ruiiied Governor Ci.itteiitlcn, such ;I oiie 
~ . o u l dh a v e  saved G o v c r ~ i o rIIog~.-(Ol’iiiion.) 

ll:lint c:ittle ~vou l t ltiic people of Paris have been, 
how bent to sonic Gessler’s cap ,  lind they for the re-
w a r d  of $ 3  jo of their own tithe iiioiiey suffered the 
sheriff of their county to t:ilie with’ impunity and  fatten 
and pampcr  i n  jail tlie fiend which had  so terribly out-
raged al l  thxt their 1i:iiids liad made .;acreti a n t 1  their 
hearts had  sanctified ? The i r  hoiiies. 

It is ;I terrible ca1:iiiiity for a people to have to re-
sort to that  incdicval iiioile of liiiiiisli~iieiit-the fagot­
i i i  order t1i:it th r i r  children [nay play a t  their gates 
\\rittioiit fear oi  1)eiiig Lidnapped :tnd outrngecl by slitilk­
illg fiends \vho it seeins aspire to IIeav-eii from the 
sc:lffoId belo\v the g:illoxt.s. I say this is a grea t  cal:1111­
ity, and  oiily iiii1l;sops :ire ulinble, or unwill ing,  to 1)e 

chnritaiile towards  L I T :  ~ v l i o  h a v e  sustained such 
c:il iii ity . Fr o iii  ti iiie i 111 iiie 111 or i :r 1 the iii on st e r who 
grovels to r:ipe has  Iieeii eiiteriiig this or  t h t  lowly 
or loving hnbitatioii and out rag ing  this or that m e m l w  
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governor himself, are charged tvith one of the highest 
crimes of the laiid by the chiefest oflicer of the state. 
Governors are not Gesslers-Texans are not timid 
Greeks. IIeaveii approves of the action, and  no 

spume of the father upoii his chiltlren call bastardize 
them in the law. 

T h e  people knew the law 1iad no jurisdiction in this 
case as sooil as the evidence was in, which evidence w:\s 
physical facts in the blood-staiiied garments which 
clung and clotted about  the bruised, and ~ii;~nglcd,ant1 
outraged, and  lifeless forin of :I child just lieginniiig to 
prattle, so few and tender were its years ; and the coii­
fession of the accused. They  simply had to reach 
higher than the shelf upon which the musty tome of 
written law is laid, and i n  unwritten and inspired wrath 
hurl hack to hell a hell-spawned fiend, which had come 
into their midst, and without fear of God, or human 
law,  or mail, and perpetrated a crime at  which the 
devil hinislf would pale. 

And yet, that fiend had frieiitls and  pleaders ; one 
in the eclitorinl chair of the St.  Louis Republic, and 
another i n  the governor of the state, as its governor, i n  
which this heiiioiis, horrible act was committed, which 
shook the state from center to circuniference mid ap-
I d l e d  the iiatioiis of the earth. 

When  the facts are all kiio~viiwhy Henry  Smith was 
tortured and  burned at  the stake by the people of 
Paris,  Texas ; when the wave of hunian sympathy, 
which the bleeding hearts of this people has set vibrat­
ing, shrill have renchetl all the outside world, he who 
then shall assert that the action was wr011gS,cruel, bar-
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would give us to the headsman, but  i n  these modern 
days, the vassal may say, with impunity).: I‘I wish the 
horns of the s tag were in the King’s belly.” 

Friends,  we  are  011 trial, charged with a very grave 
offense against the state. T h e  world is the jury before 
whom we plead not guilty, and the verdict will be  “SOT 
GUILIY.” W h e n  it is rend:red, I mean to trouble you 
again with a few lines in pointing out those who badg­
ered and suborned the witnesses against us, and too, 
those witnesses who laid perjury to their souls in order 
that  we  might be convicted. Friends,  remember:  

“This  world was not made for Czsar.” 
T r u t h  cannot b e  covered up, though niountains of 

falsehood be piled 1:poii it. N o ,  it  will rise up ant1 i n  
sandaled fee: stand as an angel of light upon the black 
scroll of perjury and falsehood. 

THE hlESSAGE. 

“If you have tears, prepare to shed them now.” 
--Antony. 

“If 5’011 havc constitutional lore go now and
1.~i:ighten it up.”-Self. 

TEXAS,AUSTIN, February ?.-The governor’s nies­
sage on the Paris lynching was listened to with hrenth­
less interest. I t  is as follom-s: 

EXECUTIVEOFFICE,Austin,  Texas,  February 6.-
Gentlemen of the senate and house of representatives : 
I t  becotnes my  painful duty to emphasize to you the 
necessity of taking some steps to prevent niob violence 
i n  Texas. T h e  recent terrible holocaust a t  Paris is but  
an il1nstrati~)nto what extent the niob spirit will g o  
when the laws are  inadequate to check it. Whi le  the 





past twelGe months ; ;or within that period-three other 
men were hanged to death in tliat neighhorliood, who 
had committed no crimes. Their iircsciice in the coin­
munity was offensive or pei11:ip iuenncinq to the 
pleasure and equanimity or thc hancl of niurdei ei 5 u ho 
took their lives. There  have 1)een other iiiitallccs in 
this state where innocent inen have  been e u ~ c u t e d  by 
mobs, and no punishments the1 efoi- ha\ c h x n  possi-
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I .  That  when any person, being a prisoner or in 
jail, or othcr place of coilfinenlent, or under arrest, or  
in official cl;stody or restraint, or is held by or under 
the authority of any couiity, city, or state officer, or is 
restrained by  virtue of any legai proccss, shall he  taken 
from such place or authority, i n  violation of law, and 
put  to death, the county w i t h i n  which such person was 
so held or confined, and from which he may have been 
so taken, shall be liable to pay a specified large sum to 
the surviving husband, wife, children aiid parents of 
said person who shall so suffer death. 

2. Make the county also liable for damages when 
any person, not beiiig a prisoner or under legal duress, 
is mobbed by two or more persons, :itid the said crim­
inals are not within a specific time indicted and prose­
cuted for their crime. 

3. Make each person, or corporation also liable-for 
damages who takes p%rt,  or aids by acts, encourages 
by words or gestures, or \ rho keeps watch, or  i n  any 
way abets in the mobbing of a person.

4. Give the stirviviiig relatives an action in the dis­
trict court of any county where the murder was com­
mitted, or in any county where either or all of the 
plaintiffs may reside when the action is instituted. 

j. Render the sheriff ineligible to hold his office and 
provide for his remor:il when a prisoner is taken from 
the jail, or from himself, or from any oflicer or lawful 
authoritv in his presence aiId is put to death by a mob. 

6. Provide for a change of venue, either before or  
after indictment, in all cases of mob violence. 

When  passion, i n  its wild rush for blood, over-rides 
the law and tramples down the constitution, a prece­
dent for anarchy is set, nixrking the way for the de­
structioh of this government. Patriotic action on the 
line of wisdom and justice now becoines necessary to 
prevent its spread. Repeated overt criminal acts in 
this state have sounded the warning. T h e  power rests 
with your hoiiorable bodies to encourage anarchy by 
silence, or to crush i t  by suitable action. Strengthen 
the laws, supply the nieans ; and if the executive fails 
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upon the grounds of their bias, or att:tinder, or not 1111 

to the standard of pecrship, 1 \vent huck to the begin­
ning and wrote the facts as you find them in the first 
and second chapters. 

I felt constrninecl that the facts of the crime should 
b e  put  in shape, as upon stone or brass, which led to 
the burning of the rapist of a babe, in order that his 
sympathizers might be confronted with a higher grade 
of evidence than h e w s a y ,  or trnditioiz, i f  at  any time 
they dared to rise u p  with the intention of niartyrizing 
the fiend and stigmatizing those who hcrnt  him for 
ravishing a three-year-old child to death, to glut re­
venge ! 

A month has transpired, which has given t ime for 
all returns from all parts of the n-orld to collie in  that 
a re  going to come. 

I t  is a fact, as we  discover from said returns IIOW in,  
that the farther this startling affair traveled, the more 
minified became the facts of the crime: and the greater,  
or more magnified the horrors of its punishmelit, until 
reaching such men as Juliaii  (riot a lineal descendant of 
the great apostate) Hawthorne,  when the crime was lost 
sight o f ;  unless it was thought of only, as he says: 
“Perhaps,  the perpetrator thought of it-as. n pi-ncti­
caZ joke.” But he :1nd his ilk, fairiy hoivl and 
tear their hair a t  the torture and burning of the incar­
nate fiend and  baby ravishcr ! 

Every wonian who ever g:ive birth to a female child 
should spit upon the iiiemory of such men. 

I must ilot overlook that good m a n ,  the editor of the 
PLanei, Xichmond, Va.  I l ; n o ~  he must be a great 
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IIis chisel failed hirn, 

Shall he not 1 1 0 ~C i )  : 

‘.Oh Cannac, Cannae’” 

T h e  other guardian of our liberties, :ind too, our 
characters. was not present, he says, when the governor 
set his hob-nailed boot down upon 11s. I I c  does not 
say he was absent, sick, but he was. Nor  do we be­
lieve, if he had been well, anti i n  the legislative hall at 
the time these charges were made, that he would 11x1 e 
played us by tying an annointed rag about his neck and 
throat, as Demosthenes played Athenians. 

Somebody should have been there who only aspires 
to the temple oi fame by uncircuitous routes. aiicl said 
to the charge of MOB, MURDER,  ETC. 

“Lord Angus, thou hast lied.” 

Is it discourteons to allow oiie’s language to esceecl 
discretion to that degree in speaking of the governor 
of one’s state i n  1:;s pub!ic acts, as one might speak with 
impunity to one upoii the same uiioficered plane? 

W e  have been goaded to it, and unless by our silence 
or more discreet language we confess to being descenrl­
ants of trammelled serfs, who glean the fields of 
others. we must. and will, and do, rise up, sustaii;ed 
by truth and justice, in declaring that the charge is 1111-
true and  uiijust; and we cast at  his feet the gauntlet. 
Le t  him take i t  tip. There is but oiie way out of it. 
‘That is, retraction. I Ie  will never do thi\. It call5 
forth great magnanimity to acknowledge a gre:it 
error. 
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And stood like none but hauty Satan’s self 

Upon the prow of hell’s ferry-boat ; 

Indignant ! Miserable ! Awhile in mute, 

And sullen wrath, and trembling with ire, 

Hell’s monarch survey’d hell’s leeward scenes, 

Most forgotten, but now vivid return’d. 

Anon, lowering his lurid eyes from out 

Those loftier scenes, those shadowy peaks 

I n  gloom enrooted, high the dunnest gloom piercing, 

H e  shot a glance full on the twain outcasts 

T h e  which powerless fell, the which astound’d him. 

Thus  enrag’d, high a!id harsh his speech 

Broke above the rumbling of hellquakes, arid 

Clear. H e  said : “From whence thou grizzly terrors ? 

Thou seemest more than dainn’d ! Who art  thou ?” 

T h e  tongued one: “Satan know yet not us? 

Such at heaven’s clos’d gates: ‘I know ye not,’ 

Were  the greetings there, or bootings.” Then Satan : 

“Yea, I know ye ; ali hell knows ye. Ye both 

Aspir’d on earth higher than I i n  heaven. 

Of such sins I had not dream’d in hell. 

Thou earth-burnt and thou his vade mcczci~z 

Avaunt. Out  of earth the one flail’d by fire, 

Both by God disown’d. I forbid thee hell.” 

T h e  tongued one:  “And is it so that 9 )  


FINIS.  





have proud people to live in them, who came from all 
the states of the Union, and who expect, when they 
have wound up busiiiess a t  the old stand, to pluiiie 
their celestial feathers a little higher in Paradiie than 
any hypocrite who has stood off and wept over the cin­
ders of the scoundrel we recently burnt at  the stake for 
the crime of crimes, and villified uc in low, ol)sceiie, 
vulgar, illiterate slang, which only shows the inside of 
the platter froiii which it came. 

EARLY & EARLI'. 

If your Bookseller has not this pamphlet, write the 
author, or T r o y  8 Ragland for it, inclosing 2 j  cents, 
Paris, Texas. 

M A R S H A L L ' S  P R l R T l N G  HOUSE, PARIS,  T E X A S .  





You S12orzld 
See or 
Write U s  

We 	have thousands of acres of land throughout the 
State, mostly in Lamar, Red River and Fannin 
Counties, in large and small tracts. 
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Timbered. Lands at $2.00 per Acre. 
~ 

~~ 

Grass Lands 
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I n ~ p r o v e dB + r i n s  
We offer at bargains and 

on easy terms. 
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